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Sending Your Own letters and Emails! 

If you would like to send your own letters or emails, please use the template 
below. Feel free to edit and include why you care about the National Wildlife 
Refuge Association and the National Wildlife Refuge System. Click to download

Dear <Friend of Family's name>, 

We all know the importance of public lands. From coast to coast, south to Puerto Rico, north to Alaska, and out into the Atlantic 
and Pacific marine national monuments, the National Wildlife Refuge System provides open lands and waters to enjoy. Especially 
now, wildlife refuges are providing space for people to go explore outdoors, enjoy fresh air, and connect- or reconnect- with 
nature. Some refuges have been busier than ever! Hundreds of Friends Group volunteers are finding ways to support their local 
refuges and help provide visitation practices compatible with COVID-19 safety precautions. 

We have seen some amazing legislative advances for the Refuge System in recent months. The passage of the Great American 
Outdoors Act provides full and dedicated funds for the Land Water Conservation Fund and provides up to $9 5 million each year 
to the Refuge System to tackle the $1.4 billion maintenance backlog. The House of Representative's FY2021 Interior 
Appropriations Bill includes an $8 million increase for the Refuge System Operations and Maintenance budget. 

Yet at the same time, vitally important individual national wildlife refuges around this country are under attack. The Northeast 
Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument, the only marine national monument in the Atlantic Ocean, was reopened 
for commercial fishing this summer. Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge has been opened to oil and gas development and we 
are awaiting a lease sale. In San Bernardino National Wildlife Refuge in Arizona, water is being drawn from refuge aquifers to 
make concrete for the border wall that's disrupting protected habitat for threatened and endangered species. Barbaric 
wildlife-killing methods newly allowed at Kenai National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska mock the practice of ethical hunting. 

Throughout all these challenges, the National Wildlife Refuge Association continues fighting every day to protect, promote, and 
enhance the National Wildlife Refuge System. As public lands are becoming more popular, we need to ensure that the Refuge 
System receives adequate funding. Right now, Friends Groups and volunteers help fill some of the gaps, but they aren't able to fill 
all of them. 

I know that everyone is right now facing challenging and difficult circumstances. Perhaps you can support the Refuge System by 
staying informed about refuge issues and contacting decision makers through the National Wildlife Refuge Association's Action 
Alerts or by volunteering with a local Friends group. If your situation allows, please consider a donation to the Refuge 
Association by visiting their website at www.refugeassociation.org/ donate. The National Wildlife Refuge Association can't 
protect, promote, and enhance the Refuge System without people like you - thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
<Your Name> 
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