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Funding Cuts May Imperil Wildlife Refuges

Proposed Federal budget cuts millions from refuges, many to lose staff

(Town/City) – The Friends of _____ today called on Senators ____ and _____ to reject a sharp cut in funding for the National Wildlife Refuge System proposed in President Bush’s FY 2007 budget. Citing the escalating stewardship backlog of $3.1 billion, the Friends of ____ voiced concern about a budget that hurts wildlife and employees and volunteers working for the Refuge System, as well as the more than 40 million Americans who visit and appreciate national wildlife refuges each year. Due to a lack of funding from Congress, the FWS, which manages the Refuge System, is being forced to de-staff refuges or severely cut stewardship resources and the future of ____ National Wildlife Refuge is uncertain. 

“The Refuge System already suffers from a crippling $3 billion backlog in top priority wildlife and habitat stewardship needs. Aggressively cutting funding for refuges this year will harm our ability as a nation to conserve America’s unique wildlife heritage,” said Friends President ___ ___. “Should this request be approved by Congress, refuges may have to close their gates, and both wildlife and the American people will pay the price.”

The president’s FY 2007 budget requests $381.7 million for the National Wildlife Refuge System’s operations and maintenance (stewardship) account, approximately $11 million less than last year’s request. Compounding the $11 million cut, the Refuge System requires an annual budget increase of approximately $16 million just to stay level due to increased costs for salaries, energy and other needs.

Refuges across the country enjoy strong support from eager and enthusiastic volunteers, many of whom belong to the nearly 200 volunteer “Friends” groups like the Friends of ____, dedicated to supporting their local refuge and the Refuge System. In fact, the Refuge System depends on these volunteers for approximately 20 percent of the Refuge System workload. However, without FWS staff to work with the Friends organization, volunteers and supporters will be turned away. Volunteers are already giving 110 percent—without adequate funding, this tremendous contribution will be lost.

The _____________ National Wildlife Refuge, our local jewel in this system of lands and waters, is home to species such as __________ and __________. It hosts hunters, anglers, birdwatchers, photographers and schoolchildren, all wishing to experience our natural cathedrals in their own unique way. These severe cuts in the Refuge System’s budget threaten the uses our public has come to know and love. 

A nonprofit established in ___, the Friends of ___ [Friends group description].

###

