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              SURVIVAL KIT – 2007
OVERVIEW
The National Wildlife Refuge System faces a crisis: a $2.75 billion backlog in funding for wildlife stewardship is crippling the System’s ability to conserve America’s diverse wildlife heritage. While funding shortages have been a persistent problem over the years, current and expected cuts in coming years threaten to unravel the world’s premier network of conservation lands and waters. Year after year, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which is charged with the administration and management of our national wildlife refuges, has been forced to do more with less. They have had to cut corners, reduce staff, delay projects and tighten their belts. Unfortunately, these measures simply aren’t enough anymore and refuges nationwide are being forced to take dramatic action.

NWRA’s Refuge Friends Budget Cut Survival Kit is designed to give refuge Friends and other local refuge support groups, the tools with which to assist their refuges – and the Refuge System - during this crisis. Because Fish and Wildlife Service staff are federal employees, they are restricted in their ability to communicate refuge needs to decision-makers - BUT FRIENDS CAN! We have the opportunity and the obligation to advocate for the Refuge System just as the first refuge supporters did over 100 years ago when they went to President Theodore Roosevelt to request protection for Pelican Island, FL, which became the first refuge. 

As a supporter of your local national wildlife refuge as well as refuges across the country, we hope you’ll make your voice heard on behalf of the magnificent lands and waters that make up our National Wildlife Refuge System!

Within this Survival Kit you will find the following:

· Ten Step Plan - How to Get Started Today!

· Budget Backgrounder  (How we got here) 

· State Fact Sheets 

· Media Tool Kit

· Overview

· Media Advisory

· Sample Press Release 

· Sample Letter to the Editor

· How to Get Your Lawmakers to Your Refuge

· Sample Letter to Lawmakers

· Sample Petition

· Refuges: Economic Engines

· How Friends Make a Difference

We hope this Survival Kit helps you and your Friends group wage a successful campaign to restore desperately needed funding to our nation’s refuges. Please don’t hesitate to contact the National Wildlife Refuge Association directly if you need assistance with your specific refuge campaign – we’re here to help!

Toll Free: 1-877-396-6972





E-mail: nwra@refugenet.org
