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 SURVIVAL KIT – 2006
FRIENDS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

It’s truly hard to imagine where our National Wildlife Refuge System would be without the dedicated and tremendous involvement of Friends groups nationwide.  For every four dollars appropriated for the Refuge System by Congress, Friends groups make up the fifth dollar.  As the budget crisis hits home at many refuges, the entire Refuge System has never needed Friends as much as they do at this very moment.  Refuge supporters like you will have a significant impact on the future of not only your refuge, but the future of all refuges in the System.  

Below are interesting highlights, facts and figures about Friends and volunteers at refuges, compiled in the Friends and Volunteers Annual Report FY05, by the FWS.  
· 38,000 volunteers donated more than 1.4 million hours to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service efforts during fiscal year 2005

· Volunteers are increasing:  

· 1982 -   4,251 volunteers donated 128,440 hours = $1.1 million value

· 1992 - 18,103 volunteers donated 968,401 hours = $11.7 million value

· 2005 - 38,000 volunteers donated 1,400,000 hours = $25.9 million value!

· The highest year on record was 2003, the Centennial, with 1.6 million hours donated at the value of almost $28 million.
· For every $4.00 appropriated by Congress, Friends make up the fifth dollar

· Volunteer hours were valued at $17.55/hour in FY05, now it’s $18.04/hr. – make sure you note this when requesting grants as they can be matching (in kind donations)!

· Volunteers supplied the equivalent of 711 full time staff in FY05

· Want to compute how much volunteer value is at your local refuge?  Find out how many volunteer hours were donated to your refuge.  Multiply that by the hourly value ($18.04) – that will give you a monetary value.  To find out how many full time staff that is, divide it by 36,500.  For example, let’s say your refuge logged 10,000 volunteer hours:

 10,000 hrs. x  $18.04   
=  
$180,400 (value)

$180,400     /   $36,500 
= 
4.9 full time staff

· Nine new Friends groups were established in FY05, bringing the total number of refuge support groups to more than 200!  Over 122 are affiliates of the National Wildlife Refuge Association; if your group is not, and would like to join, please contact Desiree Sorenson-Groves, NWRA’s Director of Grassroots Outreach to learn how!  It’s free and links your voice with thousands of other concerned Friends like you!

dgroves@refugenet.org

Toll Free: 1-877-396-6972

